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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and vwll expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 July 2004 . 
2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim{s) 15-33 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 15-33 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) \3 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction Is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Request for Continued Examination 

The examiner is receipt of applicant's reply to office action mailed 1/5/2004, 
which was received 7/6/2004. Acknowledgment is made that there were no 
amendments to the claims leaving claims 15-33 as pending in the instant application. 
The examiner has carefully considered the applicants remarks and finds them 
convincing, however, after further search of the application a new grounds of rejection 
are provided below: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 15-23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Paltenghe et al. (US 2001/0011250). 



In regards to claim 15, Paltenghe discloses a method of conducting E- 
Commerce, comprising the steps of 
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(A) connecting to an E-Commerce portal (FIG 8, item 129); 

(B) linking from the E-Commerce portal to a vendor commerce system 
associated with the E-Commerce portal (FIG 8, item 133); 

(C) browsing a local catalog of products stored at the vendor commerce system 
and selecting a particular product for purchase (FIG 1 1 , shop); 

(D) transmitting a transaction packet from the vendor commerce system to a 
common transaction processing system via the Internet, and 

storing the transaction packet in a global shopping basket (page 8, para 0070); 

(E) returning to step (A) and repeating steps (B), (C) and (D) until no additional^ 
products are to be purchased (page 8, para 0070); 

(F) segmenting the transaction packet information stored in the global shopping 
basket and aggregating individual product order items by vendor (Page 8, para 0071); 

(G) processing the individual product order items for each vendor at the 
transaction processing system by communicating transaction information between the 
transaction processing system and a plurality of back-end processing systems (FIG 8). 

In regards to claim 15, Paltenghe teaches wherein the processing step (G), 
further comprises the steps of 

(G)(1 ) querying a vendor database to obtain vendor-specific processing rules 
used by the transaction processing system to process the transaction order items for a 
particular vendor (FIG 8, Offers, $ for brokerage); and 
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(G)(2) querying a custonner database to obtain customer-specific processing 
rules used by the transaction processing system to process the transaction order items 
for a particular customer (FIG 8, items 123 and 125). 

In regards to claim 16, Paltenghe discloses a payment proxy system for use 
with an online transaction processor, comprising: 

a payment proxy interface for communicating information to and from the 
transaction processor (FIG 1); 

runtime payment logic.for determining, in real-time, how to process a particular 
transaction request transmitted to the payment proxy from the transaction processor 
(FIG 8, real time info); and 

a plurality of payment connection modules coupled to the runtime payment logic 
for interfacing the transaction request to one of a plurality of payment verification 
systems (FIG 1). 

In regards to claim 18, Paltenghe discloses an E-Commerce framework, 
comprising: 

a plurality of vendor commerce systems linked to a common E-Commerce portal, 
wherein each vendor commerce system includes a local product catalog and a local 
shopping basket; 

a transaction processor linked to the E-Commerce portal via a computer network, 
the transaction processor having a global shopping basket and an interface for 
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communicating transaction information between the local shopping baskets of the 
vendor commerce systems and the global shopping basket of the transaction processor; 

a plurality of payment verification systems for authenticating transaction requests 
generated by the transaction processor when a customer of the framework engages a 
global checkout function; and 

a payment proxy system coupled between the transaction processor and the 
plurality of payment verification systems for transmitting transaction requests generated 
by the transaction processor to the appropriate payment verification system (see 
response to claims (15-17 above). 

in regards to claim 19, Paltenghe discloses an E-Commerce system, 
comprising: 

a plurality of vendor commerce systems; 

a plurality of back-end processing systems for processing transaction requests 
generated by the plurality of vendor commerce systems; 

a transaction processor coupled between the plurality of vendor commerce 
systems and the plurality of back-end processing systems, 

wherein the transaction processor includes a global shopping basket for storing 
transaction information generated by the plurality of vendor commerce systems, and 

a back-end processor interface for processing and routing the stored transaction 
requests to the plurality of back-end processing systems. 
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wherein the global shopping basket is capable of storing selections in 
combination with information whereby a vendor may be identified for each selection; 
and 

a merchant database coupled to the transaction processor, 

wherein the merchant database stores merchant-specific transaction processing 

rules that instruct the transaction processor how to process a transaction for a particular 

merchant (see response to claim 15-17 above). 

In regards to claim 20, Paltenghe teaches an E-Commerce portal coupled to 
the plurality of vendor commerce systems (see response to claim 15-17 above). 

In regards to claim 21, Paltenghe teaches wherein the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems include: a local catalog of products and a local shopping basket 
(see response to claim 15-17 above). 

In regards to claim 22, Paltenghe teaches wherein the plurality of vendor 
commerce systems further include: a local customer directory and local workflow rules 
(see response to claim 15-17 above). 

In regards to claim 23, Paltenghe teaches a transaction interface implemented 
at the plurality of vendor commerce systems and at the transaction processor. 
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wherein the transaction interface generates a transaction packet having a 
predefined fornnat each time a customer using the E-Commerce system purchases a 
product at one of the vendor commerce systems, 

the transaction packet being transmitted from the vendor commerce system 
where the purchase is made by the customer to the transaction processor, where it is 
stored in the global basket (see response to claim 15-17 above). 

In regards to claim 25, Paltenghe teaches wherein the vendor commerce 
systems are coupled to the transaction processor via the Internet (page 1 , para 10) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 24 and 26-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Paltenghe in view of Official Notice. 

In regards to claim 24, Paltenghe teaches authenticating parties using 
encryption methods (page 5, para 0052), but does not specifically mention that the 
information is in an order header and includes a time stamp and one or more order item. 
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It was old and well known in the art at the time of the invention to include in 
transmission packets a header including information as taught by the instant claims. It 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include in Paltenghe transmission packets including header information, 
because this was a notoriously well known means for sending identifying information of 
a transaction and would have benefited Paltenghe by providing an efficient means for 
providing rudimentary transaction information between the parties. 

In regards to claims 26-33, Paltenghe teaches payment through a conducted at 
an intermediary between a merchant and customer through a proxy wallet server that 
authenticates (FIG 13 and 14), but does not specifically mention all the individual 
elements of the payment processor recited in the instant claims. It was old and well 
known in the art at the time of the invention to include those elements recited in the 
instant claims in a payment proxy system. It would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to include in Paltenghe the features of the instant claims, 
because this would allow for a secure and authorized transaction over the internet 
(page 4, para 0045). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-33 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the . 
examiner should be directed to Mark Fadok whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4252. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Thursday 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (703) 308-1344. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-7206 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 7"^ floor receptionist. 



Application/Control Number: 09/383,279 
Art Unit: 3625 




Mark Fadok 
Patent Examiner 



